
 
 
 

AB EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
 
MONDAY December 12, 2016 at 9:30 at Wolle Building Conference Room.  If unable to attend, please call Millie 
Telford at 330.836.3938 to be excused. 
 
 AB GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 is the Holiday Luncheon at Fairlawn Country Club (10:30 coffee, 11:00 meeting 
12:00 luncheon and 1:00 program). 
 
PROGRAM: December’s program will be the St. Cecilia’s Choral Society. The deadline to RSVP reservations is 12.14.16 – 
see reservation form attached to email and newsletter. 
 
Please Note!! February 2017 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Thursday February 2, 2017. All items including change of street 
or email addresses, marriage, congratulations, illness, death, etc. should be sent to Joann Wallace, 
tjwallace_49@yahoo.com or 330.335.5301. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Dear Members, 
     We are well into the holiday season already!  The House and grounds look sensational.  Every year I say it can't 
get any better, and every year it does!  I do most of my volunteering in the House and it's wonderful, but recently I 
had a chance to see the grounds.  Each time I turned a corner or strolled down another path I was just delighted 
and amazed.  If you haven't seen Deck the Hall, DO! 
     Our Christmas Luncheon and general meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 21st, at the Fairlawn 
Country Club. We'll have the pleasure of listening to the Saint Cecilia Choral Society; very appropriate since our 
very own Gertrude was a founding member of the group.  Don't you love connections like that?  I certainly 
do!  Our Provisional members will be welcomed as Active members and we'll be electing three members to the 
Membership Committee. 
     Be sure to get your reservation in to Stefani Carlson by December 14th.  If, for some reason, you didn't receive 
the reservation form, just call or email Stefani or add a notation to your $25 check as to what you'd like for 
lunch.  This is too lovely a luncheon to miss, especially on a technicality.   
     Many of you will be taking off for warmer climes after the holidays.  Can't say as I blame those of you lucky 
enough to go, this winter promises to be much different than last year's mild one.  If the weather gurus are correct 
that is.  Be safe and enjoy your time away, or if you're like me, enjoy your home, family, and friends right here. 
      Wherever you might be, Happy Holidays and a Very Merry Christmas! 
 

                                                                                                                   Millie Telford, AB President 
	

 
 
2017 DUES – Dues for 2017 will be collected at the Holiday Meeting and Luncheon on 21 December 2016.  Active 
and Provisional dues are $20, while sustaining dues are $25.  Checks should be payable to Stan Hywet Hall and 
Gardens.  Dues may be paid at any time prior to the luncheon by mailing your check to the Assistant Treasurer – 
Ed Searle, 431 Auburndale Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44313. Please also remember to renew your membership to Stan 
Hywet; AB By-laws require all AB members to maintain a Stan Hywet membership.   
 

Ed Searle, Assistant Treasurer 
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY REPORT: 
Get Well/Sympathy Cards 
 
 Ruth Bazzel, accident 
 Vickie Steele, eye surgery 
 MaryAnn Stuyvesant, Father passed away 
 Fran Sylvis, Mary Verhoeven passed away 
 Char Bolek, husband’s kidney transplant 

Joann Wallace, Corresponding Secretary 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:  

The following members names have been obtained by the committee for the upcoming Membership Committee 

for Stan Hywet’s AB:  

Janina Postma 
 
Janina has been active at Stan Hywet for 4 years.  She enjoys working in the greenhouse and cutting gardens as 
well as sewing items for the craft group.  This year she was active with Vintage Finds at the Ohio Mart.  
 
Helyn Docs 
 
Helyn has been active as a volunteer since 2013.  She has volunteered at Ohio Mart in the Bake Shop as well as 
working in Molly’s Shop and Deck the Halls.  She helped at several Teas and the Easter Egg Hunt. Her favorite Stan 
Hywet activity is Murder in the Mansion where she has been a suspect, group leader and caboose. 
 
Barb Van Fosson 
 
Barb joined AB in 2011 and has been active with the garden committee, Molly Shop, AB hostess, and program 
committee.  
 
Mary Ann Stuyvesant 
 
Mary Ann has been a volunteer at Stan Hywet for 5 years.  She volunteered at Sweepstakes and Admissions (co-
chair) for Ohio Mart and has been the Hospitality Chair for the last 2 years.  
 
 
Barbara McDonald 
 
Barbara McDonald has been a volunteer and AB member for 16 years.  Active in the Garden Committee, she 
brings her work in architectural restoration to practice at Stan Hywet.  She has held several positions at AB 
over the years and always brings her various interests to each area she serves.	
 
 
Eleanor Redfield 
 
Eleanor has been a volunteer and AB member since 2013.  She has volunteered at Murder in the Mansion, and 
Garden Club as well as Ohio Mart Admissions, Patron and Book Tent.  She is a retired Pediatric Nurse Practitioner.  
 
 
                                                                                                            Barb Wulff, Chairman, Nominating Committee 

 
 
 



OHIO MART 2017 
 

Planning for our 51st Annual Ohio Mart (October 5-8, 2017) is well underway!  While many meetings and 
discussions will continue in the coming weeks and months, please save the date for the Steering Committee 
Meetings for chairmen and key volunteers on March 15, 2017, May 17, 2017, and August 16, 2017.  They will be 
held in the Carriage House Auditorium and will take place from 10 a.m. to noon.   We look forward to your 
support at our Christmas Luncheon when we will present and vote upon our 2017 Ohio Mart budget. 

 
  
 

                                                                                Susie Wallace, OM17 Chairman 
 

   MEET THE MEMBERS – Pam Rupert   

What is your involvement with AB?  

I am a relatively new member of AB. Now I attend meetings, participate in Ohio Mart and History 
First Hand events.  

What do you do when you are not at Stan Hywet?  

I am retired from The University of Akron where I taught and was Director of Developmental 
Programs, but remain engaged as I am on the Retirees Board and editor of the newsletter. Otherwise, I 
garden, travel, go to symphony performances, plays, museums, parks, and the like, as entertainment 
opportunities abound in NW Ohio & beyond. The Turkeyfoot Island Club is a weekly event.  

What attracted you to Stan Hywet?  

My memories of Stan Hywet go back many years to before it became the museum it is today. When in 
high school (Buchtel) a classmate's father was a caretaker on the estate still controlled by the 
Seiberlings. His family inhabited one of the outlying homes, and we enjoyed sleepovers on the property. 
Of course we roamed about and peeked in the windows, etc.  

As an adult I cherish those memories, and of course love the gardens and history. The architecture is of 
particular significance as I was born in England and treasure the reminders of Britain. My own home 
is a small version of a Tudor gatehouse. Not so grand, but with a garden!  

If you were asked to portray a character for "History First Hand" who would you choose and why?  

Well I was asked and I am! My character is Clara Probert, a professor at the Akron University, 1920, 
previously Buchtel College. FA Seiberling was on the Buchtel Board and actually wrote the petition to 
join with the city. My character plays off numerous relationships between the Seiberlings and the 
college, as well as my own history as both an immigrant and a Professor.  

What is your favorite room or area of the Stan Hywet Estate? Why?  

One favorite is hard to choose. I do love the West Porch with it's fascinating "Fountain of Saint Keyne" 
and lovely extensive western view of the terrace and grounds all the way to the horizon. The breakfast 



room is delightful as well, as it looks out at the fountain and gardens beyond. And then there is the 
Sunken Garden....  

What are your passions?  

Well, you might guess gardens to be one of them! I care about protecting the environment and things of 
historical significance, such as Stan Hywet. (Some of my friends would say also clothes and shoes, but 
perhaps some frivolity is allowed.)  

What do you appreciate most in life?  

I think perhaps the kindness of people I have met over the years who helped me on an upward journey 
from a scrawny little newbie to a relatively accomplished woman.  

If you were to write your biography, what would be it's title?  

This really stumps me, nothing comes to mind. I'll think on it....  

Where did you grow up? Share a favorite experience from your childhood?  

My first 5 years were in Southampton England, then we came to Cuyahoga Falls where I still reside. I 
fondly remember the field behind our house that attracted many birds such as Baltimore Orioles & 
woodpeckers. I now have bird feeders; maybe that's where the interest started.  

If you could live in any other time or place, where would it be and why?  

I'm leery about such changes as the difference between fantasy and reality can be problematic. 
However, I could be persuaded to spend some time in Italy or Southern France a la "Under the Tuscan 
Sun" or "A Year in Provence." Beautiful countryside, great food & wine!  

Where have you traveled?  

Obviously, I have spent time in both Italy & France, renting villas and staying for weeks at a time. In 
the BC years (before children), my husband & I took delivery of a Volkswagen in Belgium and spent 6 
weeks driving around Europe. In what was then Yugoslavia we averaged $17 a day, so you know how 
long ago that must have been! In recent years we've taken river cruises, including China, and sailing 
ships in the Mediterranean & Caribbean. I still have Japan on my bucket list, as well as an African 
Safari & "down under" New Zealand. So much still to see & do!  

 
STAN HYWET HALL AND GARDENS, INC. AUXILIARY BOARD GENERAL MEETING 
Nov 30, 2016 
The Auxiliary Board of Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens, Inc. held a General Meeting on Nov 30, 2016, in the Carriage 
House Auditorium. 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Millie Telford called the meeting to order at 10 am. She reminded members to silence their cell phones. 
PROGRAM 
Dan Ruminski, History Storyteller, spoke about “Cleveland’s Great Millionaires’ Row.” 
MINUTES 
Minutes of the October, 2016, General Meeting were approved as written. 
TREASURER’S REPORT (Elise Bennett presented the report at the November Executive Board Meeting.) 
For the period ending October 31, 2016: Beginning balance $1770.81; Income $0; Expenses – $16.74 for postage, 
$22.94 for refreshments, $58.97 for supplies and materials; Total expenses $98.65; Ending Balance $1672.16. Memorial 
Fund: $1433.82. 



CORRESPONDING SECRETARY (Joann Wallace): Sympathy cards were sent to Mary Ann Stuyvesant on the passing of 
her father and Fran Sylvis on the passing of Mary Verhoeven. Get Well/Thinking of You cards were send to Ruth 
Bazzel, who has broken ribs and a broken collar bone; to Vickie Steele, who had eye surgery; and to Char Bolek, 
whose husband had a kidney transplant. The deadline for the December newsletter is December 8th.   
ASSISTANT SECRETARY (Dianne Kauffman): There were 70 people present (58 active members, 2 sustaining members, 
5 provisional members, and 5 guests.) 
ASSISTANT TREASURER (Ed Searle) – We will be collecting 2017 dues at the December Holiday Luncheon on 21 
December. Provisional and active dues are $20, and sustaining dues are $25. Make checks payable to Stan Hywet 
Hall and Gardens. You should also check the renewal date of your Stan Hywet membership, as AB bylaws require all 
AB members to be members of Stan Hywet. 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
ARCHIVES (Phyllis Woodrum) – No report. 
CRAFTS (Wilma Hardman) – No report. 
FINANCE (Amy Prather) - No report. 
HOSPITALITY (Barb Van Fosson) – Today’s hostesses are Paula Purves and Barb McDonald. Paula resides in Hudson 
and tutors high school students. She volunteers with the Garden group at Stan Hywet. Barb joined the AB in 2010, 
consults on the restoration of older homes, and also volunteers with the Garden group. Carolyn Hahn will be taking 
over from Barb Van Fosson starting in January.  
MEMBERSHIP (Mary Kay Danckaert) – Provisional members will become active members at the December meeting. 
Membership applications are available.  
NOMINATING (Barb Wulff) – A slate of six nominees to the Membership Committee will be presented at the 
December meeting. Three of the six will be elected. The slate of nominees will appear in the December newsletter.  
OHIO MART (Susie Wallace) - No report.  
PROGRAM (Stefani Carlson) –The Holiday Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, December 21st at Fairlawn Country 
Club. St. Cecelia’s Choral Society will provide the entertainment. Reservations are being taken today or by mail.  
PROPERTIES (Roberta Searle) - No report. 
PUBLICITY (Char Bolek) – No report. 
REVIEW/PLANNING (Jim Urban) – No report. 
VOLUNTEERS (Char Bolek) – No report. 
YEARBOOK/BYLAWS (Joanne Karm) – No report. 
 
STAN HYWET REPRESENTATIAVES 
COLLECTIONS (Cindy Bruning) – Deck the Hall evenings are Dec. 1-4, 8-23, and 26-30, from 5-8pm; the estate will 
remain open until 9pm. The house has been decorated with a storybook theme. The Manor House will be open in the 
daytime Tues-Sun from 1-4pm in December for self-guided tours, and for guided tours at 1, 2, and 3pm. Nooks tours at 
1:30pm only. Collections is seeking donations of old sheets and plastic zip-up protectors.  
FRIENDS (Millie Telford) - No report. 
GARDEN (Ruth Bazzel) – No report. 
GILDE (Barb Vargo) – No report. 
MOLLY’S SHOPPE (Mary Gordon) – Christmas items will be 25% off the week before Christmas, and 50% off the week 
following Christmas. Autumn coats and jackets are now 25% off.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
None 
NEW BUSINESS 
Continue to send your off-site volunteer hours to Jamie Hale’s email address. Joanne Karm reminded volunteers to 
write legibly when signing in, as hours cannot be recorded if the name is indecipherable.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
- Next Executive Board Meeting: Monday, Dec 12, 2016, 9:30 am, Wolle Building. Executive Board members are 
reminded to contact Mille Telford if they cannot attend. 
- Next AB General Meeting: The Christmas Luncheon, Dec 21, 2016 – coffee 10:30am; meeting 11:00am; luncheon 
noon; program 1:00pm. 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 11:02am.  

Kirklyn Kuzdrall, Recording Secretary 
	


