
 
 
 
 
 
 

            AB EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
 

MONDAY November 14, 2016 at 9:30 at Wolle Building Conference Room.  If unable to attend, please call  
Millie Telford at 330.836.3938 to be excused. 

 
            AB GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, November 30, which is the 5th Wednesday of the month, due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  We’re back in the Carriage House Auditorium, at our regular time (9:30 coffee, 10:00 
program). 
 
PROGRAM: November’s speaker is “Cleveland History Storyteller,” Dan Ruminski, who will be telling 
stories of Cleveland's history from 1875 – 1929, including Cleveland’s Great Millionaire’s Row. 
Dan’s website, www.clevelandstoryteller.com describes the experience this way: "Hear the Cleveland 
Storyteller share the entertaining stories of Cleveland's past, including John D. Rockefeller, Samuel 
Mather, Laura Mae Corrigan and other notable personalities. Dan Ruminski creates a spellbinding 
entertainment experience—The Storyteller in his chair, sharing unique stories of Millionaires' Row. Dan's 
carefully researched stories are constantly updated and fresh and shares those stories at events and 
venues throughout the Cleveland area. His presentations are ideal for corporate events, fundraisers, 
and groups seeking a unique glimpse of Cleveland's past." 
We are all looking forward to this very special presentation.  I hope to see you there on November 
30.  In the meantime, Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours! 

Stefani Carlson, VP/Program Chair 
 
Please Note!! DECEMBER 2016 NEWLETTER DEADLINE: Thursday December 8,, 2016. All items including change of 
street or email addresses, marriage, congratulations, illness, death, etc. should be sent to Joann Wallace, 
tjwallace_49@yahoo.com or 330.335.5301. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Dear Members, 
     I have to say it again, that was one fantastic Ohio Mart!  After seeing everyone's smiling face in the 
pictures Susie Wallace shared at our general meeting and listening to the reports at the Wrap-up 
Luncheon, I'd say everyone agree with me.  I don't know how we'll ever top this year, but knowing all of 
you and your dedication to the event, I'm sure we will! 
     The hectic holiday season will soon be here.  It's hard to believe that Deck the Hall is just a few 
weeks away.  I saw Roberta Searle at the House the afternoon of our Ohio Mart luncheon busily 
working on an ice cave!  She's not the only 
AB member involved in this year's "Storybook Christmas," so many of you are. AB members are always in 
the thick of things at Stan Hywet!  Deck the Hall promises to be quite special and a "must see" for all of 
us. .  Don’t forget the Members Preview on Friday, November 18 to see this year’s spectacular display. 
     First though, we have Thanksgiving to celebrate, my favorite holiday.  There are no presents to buy, 
no tree to decorate, just a day to be with family and friends, eating way too much, and giving thanks 
for all our many blessings. 
     I wish each of you a very Happy Thanksgiving. 

           Millie Telford, AB President 
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TREASURER REMINDER 
Gentle Reminder – Dues for 2017 will be collected at the luncheon on 21 December 2016.  Active and 
Provisional dues are $20, while sustaining dues are $25.  Checks should be payable to Stan Hywet Hall 
and Gardens.  Dues may be paid at any time prior to the luncheon by mailing your check to the 
Assistant Treasurer – Ed Searle, 431 Auburndale Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44313. 

Ed Searle, Assistant Treasurer 
 
OHIO MART 

 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for the Ohio Mart 2016 Wrap-up and Celebratory 

Luncheon on November 2 at Fairlawn Country Club.  The Fiftieth Annual Ohio Mart will go into the books 
as the most successful one to date.  It is thrilling that this result occurred on the fiftieth anniversary.  We 
heard from each of the committee chairmen about their before and during Ohio Mart work which 
ensured a great event.  In addition, we reminisced about Tudor costumes, snow, hay, thousands of 
handmade buckeyes, rain, more rain, and how proud we all are about our signature fundraising 
event.  We were also joined by the following past chairs many of whom continue to be highly involved 
with Ohio Mart:  Cookie Aptiz, Elise Bennett, Janet Caudill, Pat Mayer, Linda Misanko, Judy Mills, Michele 
Pringle, Mary Rywalski, JoAnn Schlue, Roberta Searle, and Jim Urban. 

Planning has already commenced for 2017.  Budget meetings will take place in early 
December and updates on the 2016 net figures and 2017 budget will be shared at our December 
Luncheon.  Below are the key dates for 2017. 

SAVE THE DATES 
Ohio Mart 2017 Oct 5-6-7-8 
OM17 Steering Committee Meetings 
March 15, May 17, August 16 

Susie Wallace, Ohio Mart 2016 Chair 
 
 

    MEET THE MEMBERS – Jenny Thomas 
What is your involvement with AB? 

I started as a volunteer with the Garden Committee in 2005 and became a member of 
WAB in 2007.  I have been a corresponding secretary for the WAB and also a volunteer in the 
greenhouses and grounds planting and worked in the tropical butterfly house/Conservatory.  
I’ve helped decorate for Deck the Hall by helping to paint displays and worked the Ohio Mart 
where I’ve helped decorate the grounds by painting various displays and volunteering in 
other positions.  At this time, I contribute to the AB monthly meetings by bringing in my 
flower arrangements for the hospitality table centerpiece. 

 
What do you do when you are not at Stan Hywet? 

I am an active member of the Akron Woman’s City Club where I am involved in 
many committees and sections.  I’m secretary for their Past Board of Trustees, the History 
Section and their art gallery, Gallery 732.  I also belong to various other committees and 
groups there.  This takes up the majority of my time. 

I also belong to my local Women’s Auxiliary Board of the Salvation Army, the 
Women’s Art League of Akron and the First Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, in 
Wadsworth.   

 
What attracted you to Stan Hywet? 



Mainly the gardens and its history.  I attended my first Ohio Mart in the 1970’s and 
continued yearly.  I was in awe of the estate, never thinking that many years later I would be 
a part of SHGG.  

 
If you were asked to portray a character for “History First Hand” who would you choose and why? 

Eleanor Roosevelt. I don’t know if she ever visited Stan Hywet, but I’m quite sure she 
was well aware of the Seiberlings.  She has always been a personal favorite of mine.  She was 
greatly admired for her humanitarian efforts and charm, but also enjoyed great criticism for 
her outspoken opinions.  She was a woman well ahead of her time.  Not only an excellent first 
lady, but later a two time delegate to the United Nations and she worked tirelessly for human 
rights.   

 
What is your favorite room or area of the Stan Hywet Estate?  Why? 

The music room when decorated for Christmas.  It has such good vibrations of joy 
trickling down through the years. 

 
What are your passions? 

Reading is my greatest passion.  I try to read a book every couple of days.  I always 
have a book close at hand, reading before I get out of bed in the mornings and after retiring at 
night...and every other free moment.   Painting is my second favorite passion.  I’ve been 
painting in acrylic and oils for fifty years just for my own enjoyment.   I also enjoy 
needlework and flower arranging.   

 
What do you appreciate most in life? 

I think I appreciate my amazing family more than anything. Although I am a 
widow and have no biological children, I have seven great step children; two girls from my 
first marriage and five boys from my second.  We are very close, but they are scattered from 
coast to coast with only two living close to me.  Through them I have 17 grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren.  Makes for great holidays and reunions, if a little crazy. 

 
If you were to write your biography, what would be its title? 

That’s easy.  I would call it “Who Would Have Thought!” 
 

Where did you grow up?  Share a favorite experience from your childhood. 
I grew up in Parkersburg, WV, just a block from the Ohio River.  One of my favorite 

childhood memories is of weekends spent when I was a very little girl at our fishing camp on 
the Muskingum River just a little north of Marietta.  Just three of us (I was an only child) and 
my grandparents.  On our way there, we always stopped at the museum in Marietta and then 
at a favorite picnic spot. My second favorite would be my Mom and Dad and I sitting on our 
front porch on hot summer evenings (every one sat on their porches back then and visited 
back and forth).  We would actually talk and we would sing...yes, sing.  We had songbooks and 
everything.  This was before TV and A/C.   

 
If you could live in any other time or place, where would it be, and why? 

For an older, white lady, I am actually quite content with this time and place.  I 
know there are always injustices to solve and improvements to be made.  

Although earlier times were slower paced, they still had to deal with so many 
diseases and horrible living conditions for many.  Not to mention the everyday drudgery most 
women endured without our modern appliances, etc.   

The future is up for grabs and though it looks to be scary times ahead, I 
optimistically hope for the best.  I still wouldn’t mind living in Hawaii! 



 
Where have you traveled?  Where would you like to go? 

I’m not a world traveler, but I have traveled through Canada and some of Central 
America.  I’ve visited Germany, Switzerland, Austria, France and Italy.  I’ve been to almost 
all 50 states including Alaska and Hawaii, all through the south, central and western states, 
but I have never made it to our own northeast states.  I still have Vermont, New Hampshire, 
etc. on my “to do” list.  Last year I had a planned and paid for “River Cruise” from 
Amsterdam to Budapest which fell through at the last minute (my daughter started a new job 
and couldn’t take three weeks vacation.) 

 
What does “living a beautiful life” mean to you? 

It means living a life of peace and serenity; it means waking up each morning 
knowing I have really good friends that I can rely on; that my family has no major problems 
and that I have everything I really need.  OK, I’d like a dog, but my cat wouldn’t approve!  I 
have fairly decent health and the ability to do most of the things I want. I thank God for all 
that I have and I try to never take these things for granted, since all that can change in the 
blink of an eye.    

 
 

 
STAN HYWET HALL AND GARDENS, INC. AUXILIARY BOARD GENERAL MEETING 
Oct 26, 2016 
The Auxiliary Board of Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens, Inc. held a General Meeting on Oct 26, 2016, in the 
Manor House Auditorium. 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Millie Telford called the meeting to order at 10 am. She reminded members to silence their cell 
phones. 
PROGRAM 
Ohio Mart 2016 Chair Susie Wallace gave a recap of the highlights from this year’s very successful Ohio 
Mart. 
MINUTES 
Minutes of the September, 2016, General Meeting were approved as written. 
TREASURER’S REPORT (Elise Bennett) 
For the period ending September 30, 2016: Beginning balance $1787.55; Income $0; Expenses –$16.74 
for postage; Ending Balance $1770.81. Memorial Fund: $1433.82. 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY (Joann Wallace): The deadline for the November newsletter is November 
3rd. The invitation to the Holiday Luncheon will be included in the November newsletter.   
ASSISTANT SECRETARY (Dianne Kauffman): There were 76 people present (66 active members, 1 
sustaining member, 7 provisional members, and 2 guests.) 
ASSISTANT TREASURER (Ed Searle) - No report. 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
ARCHIVES (Phyllis Woodrum) – No report. 
CRAFTS (Wilma Hardman) – No report. 
FINANCE (Amy Prather) - No report. 
HOSPITALITY (Barb Van Fosson) – Today’s hostesses are Gretchen Gibson and Lynda Kellackey. 
Gretchen is a retired social worker and Akron native who volunteers with Vintage Finds, the butterfly 
exhibit, and at special events, as well as with the National Parks. Lynda grew up in Strongsville, and is a 
University of Akron graduate. In addition to Stan Hywet, she also volunteers at Akron Children’s Hospital, 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, and One of a Kind Pet Rescue. 
MEMBERSHIP (Mary Kay Danckaert) – Provisional members were reminded to turn in their checklists to 
Kay Cooper by November 18. Provisionals, if you have questions or need another copy of the checklist, 
see Mary Kay after today’s meeting. Membership applications are available; see Mary Kay.  
NOMINATING (Barb Wulff) – A slate of six nominees to the Membership Committee will be presented at 
the December meeting. Three of the six will be elected. 



OHIO MART (Susie Wallace): Susan Bedall announced that Vintage Finds is already collecting items for 
OM 2017. Items can be delivered to the Eby House on Mondays or left at Admissions when the estate is 
open to the public.  
PROGRAM (Stefani Carlson) – History storyteller Dan Ruminski will speak on the topic of “Cleveland’s 
Great Millionaires Row.” The Holiday Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, December 21st at Fairlawn 
Country Club. The Holiday Luncheon Committee will meet immediately following today’s general 
meeting.  
PROPERTIES (Roberta Searle) – The Properties Committee took inventory of the AB trailer during and after 
Ohio Mart 2016 for two purposes: to know exactly what we have stored, and to determine what we are 
storing that may no longer be useful or necessary to keep. We photographed and documented the 
items, then recycled and repacked everything while the trailer was emptied for Ohio Mart. There are 
copies of the list at the back table, and some photographs to help describe the list. If you or your 
committees have any use for items listed or pictured, please note that on the back of the photos or next 
to the items on the list. We will donate what is appropriate to Vintage Finds after we see what can be 
used. Many thanks to committee members for all their hard work. 
PUBLICITY (Char Bolek) – Remember to check your email for meeting notifications, in case of time, 
location or other updates.  
REVIEW/PLANNING (Jim Urban) – No report. 
VOLUNTEERS (Char Bolek) – Stan Hywet volunteer hours are due by the end of December. Remember to 
report your off-site and Ohio Mart hours to Jamie Hale. This can be done by sending in the off-site hours 
form or by email. 
YEARBOOK/BYLAWS (Joanne Karm) – No report. 
STAN HYWET REPRESENTATIAVES 
COLLECTIONS (Cindy Bruning)  
- The “Reveal of the Library” will be November 7th.  
- The Manor House will be closed on November 14th and 15th for Deck the Hall decorating.  
FRIENDS (Millie Telford) - No report. 
GARDEN (Ruth Bazzel) – No report. 
GILDE (Barb Vargo) – The Gilde will meet on Wednesday, Nov 9 at the Carriage House Auditorium – 
6:30pm social; 7:00pm meeting. Julie Frey, Director of Museum Services, will give a presentation on “The 
Seiberling Family in the 1930’s.” Guests and Stan Hywet support staff are always welcome. 
MOLLY’S SHOPPE (Mary Gordon) – No report. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
The Lifetime Membership ad hoc committee will meet again in January, 2017. 
NEW BUSINESS 
None.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
- Next Executive Board Meeting: Monday, Nov 14, 2016, 9:30 am, Wolle Building. Executive Board 
members are reminded to contact Mille Telford if they cannot attend. 
- Next AB General Meeting: Wednesday, Nov 30, 2016 – 9:30am coffee, 10:00am meeting 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 11:52am.  
Kirklyn Kuzdrall, Recording Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

	
 

2016 Auxiliary Board Holiday Meeting and Luncheon
Fairlawn Country Club

Wednesday, December 21, 2016

Coffee 10:30
Meeting 11:00

Luncheon 11:45
Program 1:00

Luncheon price is $25 and includes tax and gratuity
Cash Bar available

Reservation Deadline December 14, 2016

Please detach here and return reservation form

Menu
Country Club Crepes, with Asparagus, Asiago and Cheddar Cheese, Onion & Garlic, 

and Scallion Cream Sauce, served with a Julienne of Vegetables and Fresh Fruit 
Filled with your choice of (please indicate your selection):

_____ Chicken
_____ Seafood

_____ Vegetarian

Lunch will include rolls, muffins and sticky buns, coffee and tea.
Dessert will be a Traditional Pecan Ball with Hot Fudge.

Name: Phone Number:

Number attending @ $25: Amount of Check:

Name(s) of Guest(s): 

Please make checks payable to Stefani Carlson
Checks may be given to Stefani in person, or mailed to:
Stefani Carlson, 2116 Weston Drive, Hudson, OH 44236

Questions? Call 330-752-3349 or email secarlson5@gmail.com


