
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AB EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
MONDAY, March 20, 2017 at 9:30 at Wolle Building Conference Room. If unable to attend, please call 
Millie Telford at 330.836.3938 to be excused. 
 
AB GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday, March 22, 2017, Coffee at 9:30, speaker at 10:00, with business meeting to follow.  
 
At our March 22 meeting, Susie Wallace, AB member and Collections Archives volunteer, will present 
"Namesake:  Insights into the Letters of Fred and John F. Seiberling."  The letters and ephemera that will 
be shared stem from the recently processed Gate Lodge Collection (The Papers of Irene Harrison 
Seiberling).  The talk will open with an introduction to the Gate Lodge Collection in order to better 
understand the significance of these finds relating to Fred and John F. Seiberling. I hope you will join us 
for what is sure to be an Interesting talk.  
 
Please Note!! April 2017 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Wednesday, April 5, 2017. All items including change of 
street or email addresses, marriage, congratulations, illness, death, etc. should be sent to Joann 
Wallace, tjwallace_49@yahoo.com or 330.335.5301. 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Dear AB Members, 
     We've had little tastes of spring all winter it seems, but I'm sure we're all ready for the real thing.  It's 
going to be interesting to see if this mild winter, especially lately, has done any damage to our trees 
and gardens.  I don't know about you, but I always try to compare mine with Stan Hywet's knowing 
that if mine looks ANYTHING like theirs I must be doing something right and don't need to worry! 
     Barb Wulff and her Nominating Committee have prepared a slate of officers to be voted on at our 
March 22nd meeting.  Thank you to all who have agreed to serve.  I know it will be a rewarding 
experience for you. 
     I hope you were able to attend last month's meeting to hear Harriet Chapman.  Isn't she 
wonderful?  This month's meeting promises to be just as exciting and informative.  Susie Wallace will be 
speaking on "The Letters of Fred and John F. Seiberling."  Invite a guest, or two!  The AB has always 
been an amazing organization with dedicated and vibrant members, but if we want to continue as 
such we need to recruit new members to carry on the tradition. 
     It's March and we're all a little bit Irish this time of year so Happy St. Patrick's Day! 
     Hope to see everyone on March 22nd. 
 

Millie Telford, AB President 
 

TREASURERS REPORT 
If you have overlooked paying your dues, it’s not too late.  You may send your check, payable to Stan 
Hywet Hall and Gardens, to the Assistant Treasurer, Ed Searle.  Dues are $20 for Actives and 
Provisionals and $25 for Sustaining Members.  Checks may be mailed to: Ed Searle, 431 Auburndale 
Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44313.  You should also check on the renewal of your Stan Hywet membership as 
an active Stan Hywet membership is required to be a member of the Auxiliary Board.  

Ed Searle, Assistant Treasurer 
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY REPORT 
Thinking of You cards were sent to: 
Maude Griffith 
Char Bolek 
Pat Nilsestuen 
JoAnn Schule 
 
Sympathy card: 
Kathie Sykes on the death of her husband 

Joann Wallace, Corresponding Secretary 
 

OHIO MART 2017 
 

              Planning for our 51st Annual Ohio Mart (October 5-8, 2017) is well underway!  Our first Steering 
Committee Meeting for chairmen and key volunteers will be on March 15, 2017 from 10a.m. to noon 
in the Carriage House Auditorium.  Provisional AB members are also most welcome to attend. 

 
We are in need of co-chairs for our OM17 Guest Services - Parking committee.  This committee will 
have a strong core of volunteers returning to work with the co-chairs.  This committee's key 
responsibilities include, for example, assisting with parking/check-in during OM set-up, 
secure/oversee volunteer parking during Mart and handle parking permits, liaise with the Public 
Programs Director to secure APD involvement during Mart, and run daily parking/tram stop at the N. 
Portage Path gate.  This position is not to be confused with Parking responsibilities on the Great 
Meadow which is handled by staff.  Interested parties should contact Susie Wallace at:  234-294-
9162 or wallace_gaebel@hotmail.com.   
  

Susie Wallace, OM17 Chairman 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
For our March meeting all members will be asked to vote on and elect our officers for the coming 
year. I am pleased to tell you that Ed Searle has agreed to continue for a second year as Assistant 
Treasurer. All other positions must be filled by new members.  
 
As always any other nominations can be submitted to Barb Wulff at least a week before the AB 
meeting.  Below are proposed candidates for the open positions: 

Barb Wulff, Chairman 
 
President: Stefani Carlson has agreed to serve as president. 
Stefani Carlson has been a member of AB since 2011. While still a provisional in AB, she served as 
Pumpkin Tent chair for Ohio Mart, and also joined the program committee. Since then, her 
involvement at SHHG has been mostly on the financial side: she served as Ohio Mart assistant treasurer 
for two years and then as treasurer from 2014-present, and also as AB treasurer for two years (2013-15). 
She has been the AB Vice President for the last year. When not at Stan Hywet, Stefani is usually found 
at Temple Beth Shalom in Hudson, where she is employed as Education Director and B’nai Mitzvah 
tutor. Stefani and her husband Steve share their home in Hudson with a cat and a goldfish. Their sons, 
Alex (a 2015 graduate of the United States Air Force Academy) and Evan (a junior at the University of 
Cincinnati), are off on their own adventures. 

Vice President: Hugh West 
Hugh has been active in Stan Hywet from the very beginning of the foundation. His badge says 
1958.  He served 17 years on the Board of Trustees. In addition to work with the Board of Trustees, Hugh 
has been giving house tours every Saturday for years.  He served many positions on the Guild 
including Treasurer.  His work with History First Hand continues and he has performed as the 
Chauffeur.  He is the past chairperson on the nominating committee.  



Hugh is a graduate of Cuyahoga Falls High School and Kent State University. Hugh and his wife Phyllis 
have two children, a son Todd who resides in Grand Rapids, MI and a daughter Tara who lives in 
Portland OR, and 3 grandchildren. 
 
 
 
Corresponding Secretary:  Phyllis Woodrum 
Phyllis joined the auxiliary board in 2012 and currently volunteers in the gift shop. Among other 
assignments she has served the Ohio Mart on the admissions committee for several years. She is 
currently on the executive board in charge of the archiving committee. Phyllis and her husband Jim 
are retired teachers, leaving the Barberton and Akron Public Schools after 26 years. They have a son 
and daughter, three granddaughters and one grandson. Her hobbies include fitness classes, quilting, 
walking, x-stitch and reading. 

 
Recording Secretary: Mary Ann Stuyvesant  
Mary Ann has been a volunteer at Stan Hywet for 5 years.  She volunteered at Sweepstakes and 
Admissions (co-chair) for Ohio Mart and has been the Hospitality Chair for the last 2 years. She is 
currently serving on the nominating committee. At the present time Stan Hywet is the only place she 
volunteers. Married to Phillip for 55 years, she has two sons and nine grandchildren. Mary Ann retired 
from the Akron Public School system having taught at both Buchtel and Firestone High Schools. She 
enjoys needlework of all kinds, reading, cooking, and all outdoor activities. 
 
Assistant Secretary: Mary Kay Danckaert 
Mary Kay Danckaert was born and raised in West Akron not far from Stan Hywet. She  received her 
undergraduate degree from the University of Dayton in secondary  education. When she returned 
home she found a job in elementary education so she retrained as an elementary school teacher. 
She taught for 15 years at St. Sebastian School. Eventually Akron Public Schools was starting to hire 
teachers for full day kindergarten classes and she was hired first as a part-time tutor than as a full time 
teacher. She earned her Masters Degree in Education from the University of Akron .She taught for 26 
years in APS retiring in 2011. She married Frank, a widower, whose children she taught at St. Sebastian, 
in 1994. They now have 10 grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild. Over the years Mary Kay has 
volunteered at her church, in school related programs like Reading is Fundamental, and with service 
clubs like the Pilot Club of Akron. When she retired Frank had already been volunteering as a guide at 
Stan Hywet and he encouraged her to join the Auxiliary Board. Mary Kay enjoys working with the 
Garden Committee and is gradually learning about flower arranging. The last 2 years she was on the 
Membership Committee and just completed her term as chairman. She enjoys reading, crocheting, 
travel, and chauffeuring her grandchildren. 
 
Treasurer: Joann Wallace  
Joann Wallace has been a member of AB since 2013, sponsored by Cindy Bruning, who was a 
classmate at Copley High and together are celebrating their 50-year class reunion this year. After 
several years of volunteering in the Ohio Mart Book Tent and the Pumpkin Tent, she has moved to co-
chair of the Tudor Rose Pub for the past two years. She has served the past two years as 
Corresponding Secretary for the AB.  Joann was a Vice President of Operations, Audit and Loss 
Prevention at National City Bank (now PNC) for more than 32 years prior to retiring in 2007.  She has 
one son whose family lives in Wadsworth with two grandchildren. Joann resides in Copley, enjoying 
traveling, reading and all types of stage plays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

MEET OUR MEMBERS – Helyn Docs 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What is your involvement with AB? 
I volunteer for Ohio Mart and Murder in the Mansion. My volunteer choices usually 
involve costumes. I have been a “maid” serving tea and “little Miss Muffet” for the Easter 
Egg Hunt.   
 
What do you do when you are not at Stan Hywet?  
I am the treasurer for Nordonia Hills Garden Club on the Eaton Estates HOA board and a 
Summit County Master Gardener Volunteer. Like traveling to the New York theatre district 
and Cleveland Playhouse Square, taking beach vacations, visiting the Lake Erie shores, and 
searching for Ohio wineries! There are so many books and too little time socializing with 
family and friends.   
 
What attracted you to Stan Hywet?   
The Stan Hywet Estate is an Akron jewel! The history, the house and the gardens equally 
share an attraction. Also, it is my pleasure to know the volunteers and staff that I have met 
over the years at Stan Hywet.    

 
If you were asked to portray a character for "History First Hand" who would you choose and why?    
My choice for character would be an artist friend of Gertrude Seiberling. She was a gifted 
and talented artist and I would have met her through the women’s Art League of Akron. We 
would have shared a love of portrait and landscape painting. I enjoy being creative and am 
immensely impressed by artistic talent.   
   
What is your favorite room or area of the Stan Hywet Estate? Why? 
I can walk through the gardens from morning till night and never be satiated! 
 
What are your passions? 
I am passionate about my family, my friends and my dog. Also reading, wine, fantasy, and 
the color hot pink. Did I mention bling and sparkles?   
 
What do you appreciate most in life?  
Waking up in the morning and the serendipity of my day.  
 
If you were to write your biography, what would be its title?  
“Life is too short to drink bad wine” 

 
Where did you grow up?  Share a favorite experience from your childhood?  
I was born in England, have grown up in Cleveland, Barberton, Toledo, Columbus and still 
growing in Sagamore Hills. A favorite experience from childhood was standing in the rain 
on a sunny day among hollyhocks. 

 
If you could live in any other time or place, where would it be, and why?   
I’m a here and now kind of gal.  

	



 
Where have you traveled?   Where would you like to go?   
Travels have been to Spain, Morocco, the Caribbean, Mexico, through the Panama Canal, 
Hawaii, western United States and more. I desire to visit Venice before it sinks in the ocean.  
 
What does "living a beautiful life" mean to you?  
Always trying to learn and grow, staying healthy in mind and body, being kind and having 
fun. Also, lots of prayer and water! 
 
   
STAN HYWET HALL AND GARDENS, INC. AUXILIARY BOARD GENERAL MEETING 
Feb 22, 2017 
The Auxiliary Board of Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens, Inc. held a General Meeting on February 22, 2017, in 
the Carriage House Auditorium. 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Millie Telford called the meeting to order at 10 am. She reminded members to silence their 
cell phones. 
PROGRAM 
Harriet Chapman gave a presentation on her grandfather Penfield Seiberling’s life and legacy.  
MINUTES 
Minutes of the December, 2016, General Meeting were approved as written. 
TREASURER’S REPORT (Elise Bennett): For the period ending December 31, 2016: Beginning balance 
$1387.38; Income $2550.00; Expenses – $100.00 for contract services, $16.74 for postage, $22.94 for 
refreshments, $92.03 for supplies and materials, $2599.83 for meals and meetings; Total expenses 
$2831,54; Ending Balance $1105.84. Memorial Fund: $1433.82. 
For the period ending January 31, 2017: December ending balance $1105.84; Donations to Memorial 
Fund $200; Donations to Curatorial Restoration Fund $905.84; yielding a January 1, 2017 beginning 
balance of $0. Income $1400.00; Expenses – $2.00 copier, $50.00 for postage, $20.00 for refreshments, 
$30.00 for supplies and materials; Total expenses $102.00; Ending Balance $1298.00.  
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY (Joann Wallace): Get well cards were sent to JoAnn Schlue, who was 
hospitalized for illness, and to Pat Nilsestuen’s husband. A sympathy card was sent to Kathie Sykes, 
whose husband passed away. Ruth Murray, who was a SH volunteer and WAB member from 1997-
2012 passed away February 7, 2017 at Laurel Lake Retirement Community in Hudson. The deadline for 
the March newsletter is March 4.  
ASSISTANT SECRETARY (Dianne Kauffman): There were 82 people present (61 active members, 6 
sustaining members, 2 provisional members, and 13 guests.) 
ASSISTANT TREASURER (Ed Searle) – As of 17 February 2017, all checks submitted for payment of 2017 
dues have been processed.  There was a misunderstanding as to when these should be deposited.  
Next year, they will be deposited in January.  Apologies to anyone who was inconvenienced by the 
delay in processing the checks. 
As of 17 February 2017, we have received dues from 103 Active members and 42 Sustaining members.  
If there is anyone at the meeting who has overlooked paying their dues, a check, payable to Stan 
Hywet Hall and Gardens, may be given to Elise Bennett. 
Everyone is reminded to check the renewal of your Stan Hywet membership, as the By-Laws require 
every member of the Auxiliary Board to be a member of Stan Hywet. 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
ARCHIVES (Phyllis Woodrum) – No report. 
CRAFTS (Wilma Hardman) – No report. 
FINANCE (Amy Prather) - No report. 
HOSPITALITY (Carolyn Hahn) – Today’s hostesses are Vicki Steele and Patsy Biddinger. Vicki is a new 
member of the AB, and for the past 2 years she has been a dedicated member of Village Finds and 
Curious Goods. She is retired from the Children’s Services Board in Akron but continues to volunteer 
there, as well as at Edwin Shaw and her church. Patsy has volunteered at SH for 10 years, both as a 
Manor House interpreter and as a Pub Wench at Ohio Mart’s Tudor Rose Pub. She worked as Activities 



Director at the Village at St. Edward for many years, and continues to volunteer there now that she is 
retired. She enjoys giving talks about vintage hats and aprons; her next talk will be on the History of 
Umbrellas.  
MEMBERSHIP (Kris Henry) – No report.  
NOMINATING (Barb Wulff) – The Nominating Committee will meet following today’s general meeting.  
OHIO MART (Susie Wallace) – There have been off-season discussions regarding Tents, Signs, Patrons, 
and Exhibitor committees. Meetings for these and other committees commence later this month prior 
to the March Steering Committee meeting. The Exhibitor Committee has issued the ‘call to exhibit’ 
packets, and the SHH website has been updated. Work on the Marketing collateral for OM17 will 
commence as soon as the SHH spring magazine is done. The first Steering Committee meeting will be 
March 15, 2017 in the CH Auditorium. The final net income figure for OM16 is $219.464.42.  Many thanks 
to Stefani Carlson for all her hard work.   
PROGRAMS (Stefani Carlson) –Next month Susie Wallace will speak on the topic “Namesake: Insights 
into the Letters of Fred and John F. Seiberling.” In April, a speaker from the Summit County Historical 
will speak on the topic “On the Home Front: the Many Hats of WWII.”  
PROPERTIES (Roberta Searle) - No report. 
PUBLICITY (Char Bolek) – No report. 
REVIEW/PLANNING (Jim Urban) – No report. 
VOLUNTEERS (Char Bolek) – No report. 
YEARBOOK/BYLAWS (Joanne Karm) – No report. 
 
STAN HYWET REPRESENTATIAVES 
COLLECTIONS (Cindy Bruning) – Collections has been cleaning, cleaning, and more cleaning. We 
have also done some painting, including the in third floor hallway and in the downstairs hallway. 
Nancy Petrone joined the Museum Services Team as Collections Technical Generalist on February 15, 
reporting to Julie Frey. Collections is asking for donations of sheets.  
FRIENDS (Stefani Carlson) – Stefani asked for someone to volunteer to attend the March 1st Friends 
meeting. Kirklyn Kuzdrall agreed to attend in her stead.  
GARDEN (Ruth Bazzel) – No report. 
GILDE (Barb Vargo) – The next Gilde meeting will be Tuesday, March 14 in the Carriage House 
Auditorium; refreshments at 6:30pm, meeting at 7pm. The program will be a tour of the new exhibits in 
the Manor House.   
MOLLY’S SHOPPE (Barb Van Fosson) – Molly’s Boutique will have a Spring Event on April 6th from 6:30-
10:00 pm in the Carriage House Auditorium. Attendees will enjoy hors d’oeuvres, a wine bar, 
beverages and roving models throughout the event. The cost is $25 per person.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
Millie announced that on the recommendation of the ad hoc committee, the Executive Board has 
decided not to add a “lifetime” member category for the AB, and to maintain current membership 
levels for the time being. 
NEW BUSINESS 
None.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
- Next Executive Board Meeting: Monday, March 20, 2017 - 9:30 am, Wolle Building. Executive Board 
members are reminded to contact Mille Telford if they cannot attend. 
- Next AB General Meeting: Wednesday, March 22 – coffee 9:30am; meeting 10:00am. 
- Millie asked if anyone knows Ginny Black’s current address. If so, please email Millie.  
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 11:36am.  
Kirklyn Kuzdrall, Recording Secretary 
 
 


